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Unit 128
President’s Message
by Betty Sandifer  bsandifer@cfl.rr.com

Convention Center, February 20-26 will be 
the first Unit 128 scheduled regional event for 
2023.  Notice the new starting time for Monday, 
Feb. 20th: 11am.  

 March 27-April 2 will find us at the 
Southeasterns Regional, which will take place 
at the Fort Lauderdale Marriott Coral Springs 
Hotel & Convention center.  Book your 
reservation no later than March 13th to obtain 
the bridge rate of $170/day. 

 Moving forward we give you a respite 
until August 14-20, and we will meet you at 
a new site for us: the Palm Beach Gardens 
Marriott.  October 16-22 are the dates to meet 
at the Sanibel Regional and we will be ready to 
enjoy not only the beautiful surroundings but 
also the wonderful playing area at the Sanibel 
Harbour Marriott Resort & Spa.  November is 
traditionally the last Unit 128 regional event of 
the year in Daytona Beach, November 6-12 at 
The Shores Resort & Spa.  Always check the 
website: https://floridaunit128.org for changes 
or last-minute updates.

 2022 and Unit 128:  Our hearts go out to all 
who suffered from hurricanes Ian and Nicole 
and are still recovering from their aftermath.

 Coming back to our familiar regional events
was indeed a tremendous pleasure and we 
could see the happiness those who attended felt 
throughout the weeks’ events. We had originally 
scheduled five regional events in 2022 but only 
three of the five were completed. Hurricane Ian 
cancelled Sanibel, scheduled for October 10-
16.
 We always forge ahead and onwards we went 
with the Daytona Regional. All was in place, 
and we certainly started strong, compared to 
the previous regionals this year, but alas, we 
only held this promising regional event for 
two days: Monday and Tuesday, totaling 203 
tables. Hurricane Nicole tapped the weakened 
structures previously caused by Ian and stopped 
us from continuing the remaining five days of 
the Daytona regional at The Shores Resort & 
Spa.

 Save these dates for 2023:  the Sarasota-
Palmetto Regional at the Bradenton Area 
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 LBIAD (Learn Bridge in a Day):  It was so 
well received in 2022 that we are scheduling 
four more sessions for 2023, a day before the 
scheduled regional events, those being:

 Sunday, March 26, 1-6 pm at the Fort 
Lauderdale Marriott Coral Springs Hotel & 
Convention Center. 

 Sunday August 13, 1-6 pm at the Palm Beach 
Gardens Marriott. 

 Sunday October 15, at the Sanibel Harbour 
Marriott Resort & Spa. 

 Sunday November 5, 1-6 pm at The Shores 
Resort & Spa.  

 Check the LBIAD flyers, spread the word, 
and tell your friends and relatives about this 
program which will introduce them to the 
wonderful world of bridge.

 The online 99ers and 199ers sessions 
continue Monday through Sunday at 7pm, 
and for over two years, Lynn Berg has offered 

and continues to offer a short class before the 
Monday-Thursday games.  Though we usually 
only see our players on the screen, we have met 
a few of them in person.  These are avid players 
wanting to soak in all that is offered, and their 
questions will make them be better bridge 
players.  Our goal is to see them competing 
with us, in person, at bridge clubs, sectionals, 
regionals, and national events.

 Usually, our plans specifically center on our 
regional events to help them be as successful 
as all of us allowed them to be.  The more 
players we have at our regional events the more 
successful all regional events shall be.  Most of 
you will see me at all regional events and I will 
gladly welcome you - just say hello and if you 
have questions about bridge happenings in Unit 
128, I’ll try my best to answer you.

 December is a very special month - celebrate 
it, be healthy and happy, and enjoy it with your 
loved ones.

     Until next time, see you across the table.


